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the abbé Piquet, whose new establishment is south
of the river — 37 leagues from Montréal, and directly
at the end of the rapids, We found him lodged
under a shelter of bark, in the midst of a clearing
of nearly 40 arpents. The fort which he has had
constructed is a square of 7o feet on each side; it is
situated at the mouth of a river, which he has named
la Présentation, and at the base of a little headland,
low and marshy. According to abbé Piquet, the soil
is excellent; but it did not appear so to us. One
sees there as many trees of fir as of hard wood. His
whole village consisted of two men, who followed
us into the Beautiful River.®

The 27th. We arrived at Cataracoui, soon after
noon. The fort of Cataracoui is situated near the
bottom of a cove, about thirty arpents from the river.
It is a square of stone-work, 60 toises in extent,
each corner being flanked by a bastion. Opposite
the entrance, a small demilune has been constructed.
The neighborhood of the fort is very open, and
liable to surprise. It is slightly commanded by a
little hill, not very far away. The 28th. I observed
its latitude, which I found to be 44° 28’. It is here
that the course of the river St. Lawrence properly
begins, which, in my judgment, does not exceed
230 leagues. The 29th. A strong wind from the
southwest detained us at Cataracoui.

The 30th. The lake being calm, we took the route
to Niagara, where we arrived on the 6th of July. In
all the passage of lake Ontario, I have seen nothing
which could excite curiosity. I will only tell you
that the waters of this lake are very clear and trans-
parent; at 17 and 18 feet, the bottom can be seen as
distinctly as if one saw it through a polished glass.



